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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

TODAY’S THREAD:  Listen to and share God’s Word. Experience its power. Share its hope. 

OPENING HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty  |  255 

 

M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have 

disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead 

for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you 

and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me 

according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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Te Deum 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

SONG OF PRAISE Holy God, We Praise Your Name  |  278 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it 

with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 55:10-11 

Like the rain and snow, the LORD sends out his word and it works. His promises and purpose are fulfilled. Trust the Word of God. 

10 As the rain and the snow 

    come down from heaven, 

Text: St. 3 © 1993 Ruth Backer Glaeske. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712488 
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and do not return to it 

    without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 

    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

    It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 

    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 65 

The LORD our God is the real source of showers, seed, fruit, and joy. The earth is full of his goodness. 

Praise awaits you, O God,* 

you call forth songs of joy. 

You care for the land and water it;* 

you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 

The streams of God are filled with water* 

to provide the people with grain. 

Refrain 

You crown the year with your bounty,* 

and your carts overflow with abundance. 

The grasslands of the desert overflow;* 

the hills are clothed with gladness. 

The meadows are covered with flocks 

and the valleys are mantled with grain;* 

they shout for joy and sing. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:18-25 

All creation joins the children of God in longing to see the full regenerative power of the Word - our redemption from decay. 

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For 

the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected 

Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA 

Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, 

www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net #A-712488 
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to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself 

will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  
23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 

adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no 

hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 

patiently. 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Deuteronomy 30:14 cf. 

Alleluia. The Word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

The soil of a believer’s heart has all four types of ground. Jesus, remove all barriers from your word working its wonders in me! 

M: The Gospel, Matthew Chapter 13 

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he 

got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, 

saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the 

birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, 

because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because 

they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on 

good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let 

them hear.” 

18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom 

and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed 

sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once 

receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution 

comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who 

hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 
23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who 

produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 
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M: This is the Gospel. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY May God Bestow on Us His Grace  |  574 

 

SERMON – See the separate sheet for the Sermon Road Map. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:  

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA  19406 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR PENTECOST 

M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new every morning. Each day 

you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children on earth. 

C: We praise you for every grace and blessing. 

M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in Christ Jesus be proclaimed 

to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 

M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, state, and local 

governments. 

C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 

M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness toward their workers, and 

employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 

M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, think, and communicate 

in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders 

of your created order. 

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 

M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment to be good parents. 

Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: … Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer.  

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and with the faith that 

you will respond for our welfare. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy 

Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strength-ened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted 

in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  

 

CLOSING HYMN Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast  |  324 

 

Silent prayer 

Announcements after the close of Service 
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